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O us. Sh’rugs Off Soviet Reaction
| To Hints of Wider Vietnam W ar

By MAX FRANKEL : i

|
quRG HT Speclal to The New York Times ' f

WASHINGTON o025 —=AT The Administration has lot

statement from Moscow and the
resignation of Roger Hilsman
iJr. as Assistant Secretary of

nam, . )
The Soviet comment about

it be known that it is again!
considering the organization of|

maids by South Vietnamese;
:State for Far Eastern Affalrs.forces against North Vietnam-‘l
have intruded upon, but not de-fese installattons, It hopes in
flected, the Administration’sithis way. to encourage .moder-

‘reappraisal of policy In Viet-‘ates in Moscow and in Hanoi,

who are known to have been
iwarning against excessive pro-

the guerilla war in South Viet.!Vocation of the United States.,
nam was read here as a mila] No one here expected the So-
.and predictable first response Viet, Chinese and North Viet-
to Washington's well-advertised l3mese Communists to make
hints that the war may be their disputes even more pub-.
carried into the Communist ter.|lic than they have becn. Mos-:
ritory of North Vietnam. The COW's statement, in any case,| N
Adniinistration. will keep drop. WAS considered as restramedy
'PMg suqch hints while it welghs,3S Possible under the circum-;
the risk of further action. ‘Sti'll{\tfgs' statement referred to;
The resignation of Mr. H."s'.Hanoi‘s warnings against an|
man gave many the impression extension of the war to North'
that it resulted from a major Sion e war to North:
Victnamese territory. It . ex«
policy dispute, but it appears th
to have been prompted more by_..p xjess.cd ¢ supp or t_oj_}tvh'e G.OV.'.
personal considerations, Mr, ernment and people of the So-
Hilsman was said to have been,viet Union for .the “just de-
troubled more by his loss of in- mands” of the rebels in South
jfluence than by the loss of any|Victnam. It satd the people of
Y 'particular argument, the Soviet Union could not re-
| : Officially, the Administrationjmain Indifferent to indications!
- :5aid nothing about either de-{Pf stepped-up conflict. !
{velopment, ) , 4 Moscow itself never referred ;
A decision about future policy!directly to North Vietnam. It .
in Victnam is believed to be at(did not specify the kind of sup-
least several weeks away. MuchPort it might render. 0
will depend upon the report’ of{ The indications here were that’
Sceretary of Defense Robert S. Washington would continue to
McNamara, who will visi{.Cncourage warnings - that iti ‘ r
Saigon mnext week, and upor might have to undercut the sys-! . /
the rccommendations of ‘thetem. by which North Vietnam ' i
United  States  Ambassador has supported attacks in the ' )
there, Henry Cabot Lodge. - :south but kept its ‘own territoryf -
The war i3 now acknow]edged‘bﬁﬂﬁgfgﬁm‘;;j,;.;f-,;;';“_:“';;j. i S s
to be going poorly. The major, N C - : :
qucstions turn on the military|
and political effectiveness of!
Saigon’s new . Government,
headed by Maj. Gen. Nguyen
I{hanh.
In the meantime, policy rec-
bmmendations and statements
here will be fed through an : - - <o
nteragency committee headed S0 ‘ S EERE : ?
by William H, Sullivan, another o = . . :
f'ar Bast expert’ at -the State : '
Pepartment. His name figures - . : ) . : RS )
prominently in the speculation’ s ‘ - : ' :
about Mi. Hilsman’s successor. . re : : R S '
| The Sovict Union's statement
$n Vietnam, an “authorlzed";
‘fomment by Tass, the Soviet
Jress agency, did not ‘particular
listurb  Washington.” It was
Jlewed here primarily as cone
irmation that Moscow would

ccl compelled to respond to R
O Washington's. recent, attempts 7 .
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